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Feds seek closure of three Raritan Bay

sites due to lead levels
by Aliyanh Shahid/ For The Star-l.edger
Thursday March 19, 2009, 8:46 AM

The Environmental Protection Agencey has called for the immediate closing of
three waterfront sites along the Raritan Bay in Old Bridge and Sayreville due
to health concerns after finding high levels af lead in the area.

1 o, »
“We found very, very high levels of lead,” Walter Mugdan, the EPA’s director i, § i v
of the Emergency and Remedial Response Division for the region, said earlier
this week. "It's way above what anybody would think would be appropriate. ...
It's a matter of concern.”
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Oid Bridge Waterfront Park in Old Bridge.

Mugdan said the contaminated soil was found around the western jetty near
Cheesequake Creek in Old Bridge. at a small beach north of the jetty in
Sayreville, and at the Laurence Harbor sea wall in Old Bridge. The EPA has
recommended those areas be closed immediately.

According to the EPA's website, lead is considered a hazard when it is equal
to or exceeds 1,200 parts per million in ¢hildren's play areas.

At the Laurence Harbor sea wall area, the range of lead sumpled was as high
as 142,000 parts per million. The sea wall is about 2,345 feet long,

At the western jetty near Cheesequake Creek, the highest levels found were
198,000 parts per million. The average in the area was 52,399 parts per
million. The jetty's size depends on the tide, but is about 755 feet long and 20
to 30 feet wide,

At a half-acre beach area in Sayreville, just north of the Cheesequake Creek
jetty, the range of lead sampled was the same as at the jetty -- as high as
142,000 parts per million.

The EPA conducted the tests last September and released the results last
week.

Mugdan said he was particularly concerned about children plaving on the
beach, as they might accidentally ingest sand or track sand from their shoes
inside their homes. He also said fishermen who stand on nearby jetties could
also be exposed.
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other marine creatures have been affected.

Wednesday morning, Jerry Bonnett, 69, of Westfield, was one of about 10
tishermen casting their lines into the waters near Cheesequake Creck.
Bonnett was hoping to catch dinner for his family. Dressed in waist-high,
khaki waders and black rubber boots, Bounett said he has been fishing in the
area for 40 years.
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Lead slag was used to create a sea wall in Laurence Harbor in the late 1960s
and early 1970s. Over the vears, lead chipped off the sea wall and has heen
found on nearby beaches, Old Bridge Mayor James Phillips said.

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O'Brien said his borough has been aggressively
seeking proposals to redevelop the beachfrout.

“We have the opportunity to create a great waterfront amenity for the people
of Sayreville,” he said. "National Lead needs to work with the EPA to conduct
an immediate and comprehensive remediation program. Because we know
the responsible party, there is 1o reason for this project to languish."

Mugdan said the horoughs asked that the EPA to place the sites on a
Superfund list so federal money would be available for the eleanup. But that
would mean more tests. "It's not going to happen in a month or even a year,"
he said. "My guess is on a site like this, a longer-term remedy will be needed.”

In the meantime, some fisherman, like Bonnett, will continue to fish, "I've

beén fishing here forever.” he said, adding after a moment of reflection, “But 1 .
might advise my grandchildren not to."

See more in Environment, Middiesex County
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Posted by Torgonius on 03/19/09 at 9:28AM

Here's a way to make the state some money. Don't close these sites off just
yet.

Selt off the Governor's Mansion, State House and Legislative Offices to any
business foolish enough to want to continue operating in this state.

Now, build new buildings on these sites for the state government.
It's not like additional brain damage would be noticable in our elected officials.

There's also the bonus of natural term {imits that would come with living and
working in these sites.
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posted by ScarletRogue on 03/19/09 at 10:20AM
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Wow, government agencies actually doing something...now find the source.
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Posted by bart08 on 03/19/09 at 11:15AM

If the danger zone is at 1,200 parts per million, and the actual level here is
142,000...that's astonishing. It's like swimming in a pencil.

fnappropriate? Alart us, : 27 Post a commient

Posted by MisSsSin on 03/19/09 at 11:27AM

We pay the highest taxes in the country and this state has the most pollution
from mountains to the shining seas. They want us all to pay more for going to
the beach and they promote how great our shores are for families. Wow! What
a joy. We can swim in polluted waters and glow after we come out. What a
joke this state is. How they have destroyed everything that was once nice
about new jersey in such short amount of time due to greed. Man destroys for
his own profit. Now who is willing to pay more to go on the beach and for
parking? It gives me the chills just thinking about it,- with all the waste
materials in the water too.

Inappropriate? Alert us. G Post a comment

pPosted by ScutFarkus on 03/19/09 at 11:33AM
What am I missing? Isn't Old Bridge 30 minutes west of the Raritan Bay/River?

Inappropriate? Alert us. 33 Post a comment

Posted by njcoast on 03/19/09 at 11:49AM
"missin”

Who are "they"? you blame "they” for everything, please tell us who “they" are
so we can go after them.

PS, this state is not a joke, but your posting is

Inappropriate? Alert us. G Post a comment

Posted by waynearnold on 03/19/09 at 11:55AM

"What am I missing? Isn't Old Bridge 30 minutes west of the Raritan
Bay/River?”

Sounds like your missing a map, Old Bridge streches to the bay.

Inappropriate? Alert us. G Post a comment

pPosted by Ericles on 03/19/09 at 12:02PM
I've said it before and ['ll say it again... Living in New Jersey is Superfun:D!

Inappropriate? Alert us. G Post a commerit

Posted by jmjral on 03/19/09 at 1:58PM

I question their testing protocol. 198,000 ppm of lead is just a shade below 20
% as lead. Throw on about an additional 6% to adjust for this being lead oxide
(PbO) and it brings you to about 25% lead oxide content. At that
concentration it is economical to recover the lead at a profit. NL might not be
the best company in the world but I have a hard time believing that they
would let that much money go out of the plant as slag. Something does not
sound correct,

PS bart08, “Like swimming in a pencil’. Sorry, pencils use graphite and clay.
The only lead in them is in the paint from China.
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posted by olliedum on 03/19/09 at 4:43PM

OH MAN that means me and my family can't go out to these beaches and look
for JERSEY BEACH WHISTLES anymore!!!! what are jersey beach whistles you
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ask? They are the USED TAMPON APPLICATORS that float onto the shores of
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posted by olliedum on 03/19/09 at 4:43pPM

OH MAN that means me and my family can’t go out to these beaches and look
for JERSEY BEACH WHISTLES anymore!t!! what are jersey beach whistles you
ask? They are the USED TAMPON APPLICATORS that float onto the shores of
our fine state!!!! LOL LOL LOL LOL
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Posted by olliedum on 03/19/09 at 4:43PM

OH MAN that means me and my family can't go- out to these beaches and look
for JERSEY BEACH WHISTLES anymore!!!! what are jersey beach whistles you
ask? They are the USED TAMPON APPLICATORS that float onto the shores of
our fine state!!!!! LOL LOL LOL LOL
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